Ordinary Trauma – the technology of presenting the unrepresentable in the testimony of trauma survivors.
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Trauma survivors struggle to tell a story of the past in the present. The very definition of trauma is its unassimiliable quality in the mind of the survivor – the way it undermines sequence, and association. 
Objects are sometimes employed by survivors to describe traumatic events as a means to show what was lost, what weapon was used, what cannot be told. This is an evidentiary concern and can sometimes be managed in the courtroom through the display of objects.  What happens, however, when the object cannot be displayed; when it exists as a wall in a room, a dark space at the end of a corridor, a light that flickers or the experience of time. For the trauma survivor  the harm of an event may only be able to be described in it absence or in its distorting of the ordinary. How can law manage the quotidian as an event? How can law manage the violences of time, of silence, of repetition?
This paper considers the impossibility of representing some forms of trauma – particularly those endured by survivors of torture – and explores how law struggles to account for harms which appear ordinary. It looks at the modes of technology which attempt to represent violence in memorial spaces, and considers how these interact as a presence in law. 
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